
                          
 

MCT YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS FESTIVAL PLAYWRITING RESIDENCIES 
 
TO SERVE THE YOUNG WRITER’S VOICE 
The mission of MCT is to produce intimate, high-quality, professional theatrical works of literary merit that engage and 
challenge the audience, while employing and nurturing principally local theatre artists. YPF directly serves MCT’s mission 
to cultivate the talents of emerging local theatre artists while seeking to generate new works of dramatic literature. By 
targeting high school students, MCT wishes both to encourage and elevate the expression of the teenage voice; to offer 
students in our visual and interactive-activity-driven culture an opportunity to engage in a collaborative and interactive 
art form; and to nurture our community’s future patrons and artists. 
 

RESIDENCY OBJECTIVES 
1. Students will learn the format for writing plays for the stage and discern how writing for live production differs from 
other literary forms (novel, story, etc.). 
2. Students will complete a one-act play founded on character and plot development (standard residency). 
3. Students will hone their faculty for critical analysis of dialogue and action in story through review and discussion of 
fellow playwrights’ works. 
 

RESIDENCY FORMATS 
YPF Residencies are designed to meet both residency objectives and curricular needs of individual classrooms, as 
determined in partnership between MCT Education and classroom teacher. Formats most frequently employed include 
 
Standard Residency 
Goal: To write and complete a one-act play (15 pages average). 
Length: 5 in-class sessions with teaching artist, with independent and assigned work days/weeks in between. 
Span: One month through a semester, as determined by classroom teacher’s needs and MCT schedule. 
Student Contact Hours: 7-10 hours average, which includes classroom instruction, one-on-one mentoring via email 
(student-driven), and reading/feedback offered by MCT Education teaching artists. 
Cost: $750 for standard length residency 
 
Devising Residency 
Goal: To create an ensemble piece for performance (10-20 minutes) OR to create a composite work of 2-minute plays. 
Length: Standard length is 5 in-class sessions with teaching artist, with independent and assigned work days/weeks in 
between. Depending on format, classroom goal, and school budget, length may be compressed or extended. 
Span: One week through a semester, as determined by classroom teacher’s needs and MCT schedule. 
Student Contact Hours: 7-10 hours average, which includes classroom instruction, one-on-one mentoring via email 
(student-driven), and reading/feedback offered by MCT Education teaching artists. 
Cost: $750 for standard length residency 
 
Mini-Playwriting Residency 
Goal: To introduce students to the rudiments of playwriting. Students may write a short scene or 2-minute play. 
Length: Standard length is 2 in-class sessions with teaching artist. Depending on format, classroom goal, and school 
budget, length may be compressed or extended. 
Span: Most effective if both sessions happen within the same school week or two weeks back-to-back. 
Student Contact Hours: 2-4 average, depending upon class period length. 
Cost: $130 for standard length residency 


